
Home Blessing for Branches on Palm Sunday 
 
In light of not being able together to celebrate Palm Sunday, I’d offer the following suggestion. 
 

1. This home liturgical activity I have modified from the blessing of Palms at Mass. It is 
meant to be a way to help substitute for not being able to be present at the actual 
blessing of palms and still be able to experience, as a family in a Minnesota way, Christ’s 
entrance into Jerusalem. 

2. This is not meant to substitute for watching Mass or listening to it on the radio.  
3. Begin by going for a morning walk as a family. As you walk look for fallen green pine 

branches or maybe pussy willows or some other beautiful branches. (pines are the 
closest thing we have to palms in MN) You should not use dead branches. Collect some 
branches and bring them home. 

4. When you get home put the branches on the family table and follow the order of 
blessing, I have adapted for you below. 

5. The Father of the house is to be the leader. If he is not present the oldest son may lead. 
This is not sexist it is based on the ancient Jewish practice of formal family prayer. (The 
father was the priest of his family; the oldest son would inherit the father’s goods and 
responsibility. 

6. The father of the household, along with the rest of family, should read through the 
Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem before starting it so that it feels 
fluent.  

The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem 

On this day the Church recalls the entrance of Christ the Lord into Jerusalem to accomplish 
his Paschal Mystery.  

The family begins by praying together: 
Hosanna to the Son of David; 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
5. After this, the father and the family sign themselves, while the father says:  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Then he greets the family by saying: 

The Lord be with you  

Family responds: 

And also, with you. 



 

 

This brief address is given by the father in which the family is invited to participate actively 
and consciously in the celebration of this day, in these words: 
 
Dear (brothers and sisters), 
since the beginning of Lent until now 
we have prepared our hearts by penance and charitable works. 
Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church 
the beginning of the celebration 
of our Lord’s Paschal Mystery, 
that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection. 
For it was to accomplish this mystery 
that he entered his own city of Jerusalem. 
Therefore, with all faith and devotion, 
let us commemorate 
the Lord’s entry into the city for our salvation, 
following in his footsteps, 
so that, being made by his grace partakers of the Cross, 
we may have a share also in his Resurrection and in his life. 
 
6. After the address, the family members hold their branches and the father of the family 
says the following prayer with hands extended over the family and the branches 
 
Let us pray 
 
Increase the faith of those who place their hope in you, O God, 
and graciously hear the prayers of those who call on you, 
that we, who today hold high these branches 
to hail Christ in his triumph, 
may bear fruit for you by good works accomplished in him. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 
 
A member of the family may then read the Gospel 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem 

   and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
   Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, 
“Go into the village opposite you, 
   and immediately you will find an ass tethered, 
   and a colt with her. 



Untie them and bring them here to me. 
And if anyone should say anything to you, reply, 
‘The master has need of them.’ Then he will send them at once.” 
This happened so that what had been spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: 
      Say to daughter Zion, 
      “Behold, your king comes to you, 
         meek and riding on an ass, 
         and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them. 
They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them, 
   and he sat upon them. 
The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
   while others cut branches from the trees 
   and strewed them on the road. 
The crowds preceding him and those following 
   kept crying out and saying: 
      “Hosanna to the Son of David; 
         blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
      hosanna in the highest.” 
And when he entered Jerusalem 
   the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?” 
And the crowds replied, 
   “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
All reply: 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The father says  

Let ps pray, 

Almighty ever-living God, 
who as an example of humility for the human race to follow 
caused our Savior to take flesh and submit to the Cross, 
graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering 
and so merit a share in his Resurrection. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

R. Amen 



 
 

The father then says 

 
Let us go forth in peace. 
 
All respond: 
 
R. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

7. Then you can display your branches in the house. Pine branches will last for about a 
month. Pussy willows will last for years if you don’t put them in water and just let 
them dry. 

8. I will be blessing the regular palms and we will make them available after the 
danger has subsided.  


