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Isaiah 53:5-9 He was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins; upon him was the chastisement that 
makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own 
way; but the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all. Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and 
opened not his mouth. Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any 
more of his destiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his people, 
a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers, though he had done no 
wrong nor spoken any falsehood. 

 

   The Salvage Yard: Golgotha 

As an advanced affluent society, few of us have ever visited a salvage yard. We are averse to the 

messiness, the brokenness, and the age of the things we find there. At one time everything in the 

salvage yard was brand new. Someone was excited about each of those now messy, broken, old 

pieces. They once were the newest, the latest, and the greatest. Now they are nothing more than 

cast aside because of age, wear, and tear. They are no longer able to function as a whole because 

of the lack they now experience. Yet salvage yards for those who can see it, are exciting places. 

They are places of opportunity, places of hope. Because for every broken piece of equipment that 

lies there, is the possibility of restoration when the right person comes along and can see its 

potential and restore and enhance its order so that it may function again. This is our story as 

human beings; we made a choice in the garden as a people to brings disorder on ourselves by 

turning away from God. In these times of sickness, suffering, and economic distress we can feel 

like a salvage yard wondering if we will ever work again or be healthy again. The reality is we 

can be, and not just be restored but be enhanced; the theological word we use is glorified. Why? 

Because while God created us, today shows us that he came looking for us. He didn’t just walk 

by us like a crushed car. No, he became one of us and allowed himself to be crushed in a salvage 

yard outside of Jerusalem. Golgotha, the small hill where Jesus and two thieves were crucified. 

Jerusalem’s human junk yard. The bodies of previous crucified thieves would have been lying at 

the base of the hill cast away. Crushed human beings. Crushed by sins like theft, murder, 

idolatry, rape; you name it. This was the legacy of the remains of those human beings littering 

Golgotha. Our beloved savior chose to enter there because he saw us all as salvageable! The 

word salvation come from the word salvage! Jesus, as he endures his parched lips and his 

cleaving tongue sees each of us in the messiness and brokenness of our sin and the weakness of 



our sickness and old age. He continues on in his suffering because he knows that if he goes into 

our weakness, brokenness, and our death, he can restore us because he will have defeated it all. 

He will have won the right to go back through the salvage yard and glorify anyone who desires 

to be a friend of his. This is truly amazing. God is not a throw-away being. He is a being that 

looks to salvage the broken to be glorified. He wins that right away from the devil today. As for 

ourselves what do we need to do to enjoy the glorification he promises? We need to be willing to 

present ourselves. Unlike junk cars and machinery that just sit there, we can grab the Lord’s 

attention and say like the blind man, Lord I want to see! The second step in restoration is to do 

regular maintenance so we don’t fall back into the junk yard. Regular Eucharist is like gasoline 

for the tank. Confession: the new plugs wires and transmission flush. Baptism and Confirmation 

as the initial car wash. This Good Friday let us let the words of Isaiah move us to repentance and 

hope, “He was crushed for our offenses.” The next time you pass a salvage yard let it be a sign of 

hope for you that God is a being who doesn’t just restore the broken but he goes a step further to 

glorify the sinner!  

 


