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 Can Petrified Bones Be Made Alive Again? 
 

When I was a boy, I used to go out to the woods to get the cows for milking in the afternoon. 

There was one part of the woods where I would see bones: the remains of dairy cows of years 

gone past. Maybe cows that my Dad went and brought in as a kid growing up. The bones were so 

dry, weather beaten and slowly breaking down. The first reading from Ezekiel today is the 

promise that God makes to his people after Ezekiel’s great vision of the dry bones. (Go read it 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14) The people of Judah were living a kind of death, isolated from their homes and 

farms being exiled in Babylon. This vision of Ezekiel was meant to be a message of restoration; 

a promise that the Lord would restore them to their lives and homes again. The vision of Ezekiel 

is so great because it shows how God revels in bringing life out of death! Nothing is more dead 

than weather beaten bones! The bones at Ezekiel’s word begin to come together, ligaments and 

muscle form and then a vast army stands before him! Alive! Renewed! Like last week in today’s 

Gospel Jesus points out the purpose of Lazarus’ sickness and death. Jesus says it is so that God’s 

Glory may be made manifest! You can’t raise someone from the dead who isn’t dead! Jesus 

allows his friend to die. What a rotten friend right? Wrong! Jesus wants something greater. He 

want’s Lazarus, Martha, Mary, and everyone to know who he really is! He wants them to see that 

he is the Resurrection!  

We see this going on as Mary and Martha make their pleas to Jesus and his response to them. 

Mary and Martha like us struggled with sickness and death. Then, Jesus does the amazing! 

Consider this for a second, when he says those deafening words, “Lazarus come out!” Lazarus 

comes out! Alive! This man wasn’t just dead, he had been dead four days! You know how when 

you walk in the woods and you smell the putrid stench something dead and you say to yourself, 

“Wow somethings dead!” This is how dead Lazarus was. The stench of our sin and death had 

literally overtaken him and he now at Jesus’s word comes out! This act of Jesus is the last straw! 

This is the one he gets killed for. Jesus is now seen as equal to God. A crime according to the 

scribes and pharisees! In the second reading today Paul gives us a summary of all this for our 

lives, and what he says is really a summary of the entire Catholic Christian enterprise. When God 



lives in us even if we die, God still lives in us! This is the Mystery of Holy Saturday. This is the 

mystery of why we Baptize, Confirm, and receive Eucharist that God may live in us. One day we 

too will enter the stench of death. Yet we can face it with the Lord. We have plenty of time to sit 

and think right now, and a good imagination exercise is to imagine Ezekiel’s experience with the 

dry bones. What is it like to see the weathered and the dead bones come to life? Also using the 

story of Lazarus, we can imagine our own Resurrection! What is it going to be like when Jesus in 

a loud confident voice calls our name and says, “Come out!” These are extremely uncertain 

times but we can face them with joy if we face them with Christ the Resurrection. What we face 

today in sickness, isolation, and suffering is our own mortality. Yet if we become friends of 

Christ through prayer like Lazarus did, and allow Christ to live in us through, Baptism 

Confirmation, and Eucharist, then we can face anything! Literally we can look death in the eye 

with confidence and joy knowing that Christ has power over it all!!!  


